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Water Features Guide

Whether it’s a self-contained fountain or a large fish pond, 
flowing water is soothing to the ear and adds an extra element 
of the outdoors to your landscape. With all the options possible, 
from traditional waterfalls to pond-free designs, you don’t need 
to break the bank to have your own water feature.

Water Feature Types

You can customize your design to match your home with a wide 
range of water features.

1. Container fountains: These small water features are 
suitable for apartment and condo decks; some can even be 
used indoors. A container fountain is housed in a ceramic 
urn or other container and works by moving water through 
a pump that cycles water continuously. These fountains 
come ready to assemble in popular styles such as rustic 
pottery urns, sleek Asian-inspired designs incorporating 
smooth stones and bamboo spouts, or containers fashioned 
after classical architecture. Container fountains can be 
constructed from kits, and they are powered by electricity or 
solar power.

2. DIY fountains in tubs and barrels: You can build a small, 
solar-powered fountain housed in a plastic basin placed in 
a wooden barrel or existing deck or patio planter. Adding 
aquatic plants and rocks creates a natural appearance and 
obscures the plastic basin used for holding water. These 
compact fountains are suited for decks, patios, or porches.

3. Free-standing fountains: These range in size from a solar-
powered bird bath fountain to multi-level concrete fountains 
similar to those installed in public squares and courtyards.

4. Landscape ponds: You can have a simple pond at one end 
of your patio, or excavate half of your backyard for a world-
class koi pond. However, if you’re considering keeping fish 
like koi, be aware that they require additional maintenance 
and expense. Ponds, especially those with fish, aquatic 

plants, and waterfalls, may attract wildlife, including birds, 
raccoons, frogs, and toads. Regardless of what lives in your 
pond, consider surrounding the water with a variety of rocks, 
boulders, and plants to add to the natural appearance.

5. Reflective pools: These tend to be more geometric 
designs than the organic forms associated with landscape 
ponds. A pool can be used to reflect trees, an art object or 
a focal point in your landscape. Reflective pools may suit 
homeowners who enjoy the idea of a pool or pond, but who 
want a simple solution requiring minimal maintenance.

6. Wall-mounted fountains: These work on the same 
principle as container fountains, but are typically designed in 
a more classical style. Wall fountains can be recessed into a 
wall or designed for smaller spaces. Wall-mounted fountains 
using solar power must be positioned to receive several 
hours of direct sun each day.
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7. Waterfalls with ponds: Traditional waterfalls typically 
serve as a water-recycling mechanism for a pond. Waterfalls 
are built up at one end of the pond where rocks, boulders, 
and concrete create a cascade falling into the water below. 
Water may be diverted for a more gentle flow into a pond 
containing fish or other “residents.” Waterfalls are also used 
to enhance swimming pools and spas.

8. Waterfalls without ponds: Pond-free waterfalls spill onto 
a bed of rocks where water is absorbed and recycled back 
to the waterfall. This is a solution for families who want 
a water feature without endangering young children or 
curious pets. Pond-free designs provide the enjoyment of 
falling water without the maintenance required by a pond. 
A self-contained waterfall creates a focal point for a smaller 
yard or rock garden, and can become a conversation piece if 
situated near an outdoor living area.

Selecting and Installing Water Features

For complex water features, you may need the services and 
expertise of a professional contractor. Your project could 

require building permits and inspections by your local building 
code enforcement agency. If you live in a community with a 
homeowners’ association (HOA), check with the HOA before 
building a pond or other permanent water feature on your 
property.

While small water features such as urn fountains are easy to 
assemble and maintain, larger water features involve complex 
installation and regular maintenance. Remember to:

•	 Review your homeowners’ insurance policy for exclusions 
or language relating to water features on your property. 
Contact your insurance agent for clarification of coverage 
before designing or installing a permanent water feature on 
your property.

•	 Make sure that kids and pets cannot reach water features 
without adult supervision.

The pleasurable atmosphere created by flowing or standing 
water should make the effort to install a water feature 
worthwhile.


